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SMALL ENTITY DECLARATION 

[37 CFR 1.9(c-f)] 

ined declares that: 

QJ] the application attached hereto. 

□ U.S. Application Serial No. , filed 

I I U.S. Patent No ; Issued 



I to the benefits of "small entity" status for paying reduced fees under 35 USC 41 (a) and (b) to the Patent and Trademark Office by virtue 
of the following: 

(4) ^3 Each undersigned declares that he/she qualifies as an independent inventor, or would qualify had he/she made the invention, 
as defined in 37 CFR 1 .9(c). 

(5) □ The undersigned declares that he/she is an official empowered to act on behalf of the concern identified below; that this 
concern qualifies as a small business concern as defined in 37 CFR 1 .9(d); that exclusive rights to the invention have been conveyed to and 
remain with the small business concern, or if the rights are not exclusive, that all other rights belong to small entities as defined in 37 CFR 1 .9. 

(6) CH The undersigned declares that he/she is an official empowered to act on behalf of the organization identified below; that this 
organization qualifies as a nonprofit organization as defined in 

. (a) Q 37 CFR 1.9(e)(1) 

(b) □ 37 CFR 1.9(e)(2) 

(c) □ 37 CFR 1.9(e)(3) 

(d) □ 37 CFR 1.9(e)(4) State law of 



that exclusive rights to the invention have been conveyed to and remain with the organization, or if the rights are not exclusive, that ail 
other rights belong to organizations as defined in 37 CFR 1 .9. 

(7) Each person, concern or organization to which l/we have assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed, or am under an obligation 
under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or license any rights in the invention is listed below: 

(a) □ no such person, concern or organization 

(b) \S] persons, concerns or organization listed below 

[a separate declaration is required from each named person, concern or organization having rights to this invention averring to their status 
as "small entities.* 1 ] 

Full Name Masayuki TANI ■ 

Address 38-28 , Mitakedai . Aoba-ku. Yokohama CAi- Yl K^n^g^ T^r, 

03 Individual Q Small Business Concern CH Nonprofit Organization 

l/we acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any change in status resulting in loss of entitlement of small entity 
prior to paying, or at the time of paying, the earliest of the issue fee or any maintenance fee due after the date on which status as a small entity is 
no longer appropriate. (37 CFR 1 .28(b)) 

l/we hereby declare all statements made herein of his/her own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity 
of the application, any patent issued thereon, or any patent to which this declaration is directed. 



(8) 



Masayuki TANI ^^^^ May 15, 2001 



(9) 



Typed Name of Inventor 


Signature 


Date 


Typed Name of Inventor 


Signature 


Date 


Typed Name of Inventor 


Signature 


Date 


Typed Name of Inventor 


Signature 


Date 


Name of Small Business Concern or Nonprofit Organization 
Bv 


Typed Name 


Signature 


Date 



Title of Signatory 
©JPH&S 1989; 1 1/97; 5/98 (Copying without deletions permitted) 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COMPLETION OF SMALL ENTITY DECLARATION 

Check box (1 ) if for use with application about to be fifed. ' -* 
Check box (2) or (3) if for use with application already on file or Patent and complete U.S. Serial No. and Filing 
Date, or Patent No. and issue date, if known. 



CHECK ONLY ONE OF BOXES 4, 5 OR 6, WHICHEVER IS APPLICABLE 

Check box (4) t individuals who are either (a) an inventor or (b) a person who would qualify as an independent 
inventor had he/she made the invention, must sign and date at (8), if he/she have not, and are under no obligation to 
assign, grant, convey or license any right in the invention to any person who could not likewise be classified as an 
independent inventor if that person had made the invention or to any concern which would not qualify as a small 
business concern, or non-profit organization (see below). 

Check box (5), date, complete name of small business concern and authorized signatory, sign and complete 
his/her title at (9), if small entity status is claimed by virtue of inventor(s) rights having been, or being obligated to 
assign, grant, convey or license, to a concern whose number of employees, including those. of its affiliates, does not 
exceed 500 persons. Concerns are affiliates when either controls, directly or indirectly, or has the power to control, the 
other, or a third party has the power to control both. Number of employees is average over fiscal year of those 
employed during each pay period, including full-time, part-time ortemporary employees. If the small business concern 
has or is under obligation by contract or law to transfer any rights to another who cannot qualify as small entity, then 
small entity status not applicable. 

Check box (6) and subsection (a), (b), (c) or (d), date, complete name of the nonprofit organization and 
authorized signatory sign and complete his/her title at (9), if small entity status is claimed by virtue of inventor(s) rights 
having been, or being obligated to, assign, grant, convey or license, to a nonprofit organization. Subsection (6)(a) to 
be checked if organization is university or other institution of higher learning; (6)(b) to be checked if organization of type 
described in Section 501(c)(3) of IRS Code and exempt from taxation under Section 501(a); (6)(c) to be checked if 
organization is nonprofit scientific or educational organization qualified under a statute of State of the U.S.; and (6)(d) 
to be checked if foreign organization and would qualify under (6)(b) or (6)(c) if such organization was located in the 
U.S.A. Fill in the State law under which the organization would qualify. 

Check box (7)(a) or (b) as the facts dictate. 



IMPORTANT 

(1) Note that U.S. lawyers and agents cannot complete this document after signed. Therefore please 
completely fill it in before sending to us. 

(2) Each person, concern or organization that has an interest in this invention must sign one of the "Small 
Entity" Declarations. For example, if an inventor/employee has an obligation to assign to his employer, a corporation 
having fewer than 500 employees, which corporation has licensed this invention to a licensee corporation also having 
less than 500 employees, then three "Small Entity" declarations are necessary before the lesser fee can be paid: one 
from the inventor, one from an official of the employer; and one from an official of the licensee. In the declarations by 
the inventors and the employer paragraph 7(b) would have to be checked and filled in, the licensee would check 
paragraph 7(a). 

We will be pleased to answer your questions. You may contact us in the following ways: 



JACOBSON, PRICE, HOLMAN & STERN, PLLC 

TELEPHONE: (202) 638-6666 
TELFAX: (202)393-5350 

(202)393-5351 

(202) 393-5352 
E-MAIL: IP@JPHS.COM 



Law Offices of 
JACOBSON, PRICE, HOLMAN & STERL 

PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

the jenifer building 
400 seventh street, n.w. 
Washington, dc 20004 



Attny's Docket No. 



%2z. 



SMALL ENTITY DECLARATION 

[37CFR 1.9(c-f)] 
ersigned declares that: 

Q2J the application attached hereto. 

I I U.S. Application Serial No. , filed 

I I U.S. Patent No. Issued 



to the benefits of "small entity status for paying reduced fees under 35 USC 41 (a) and (b) to the Patent and Trademark Office by virtue 
ollowing: 

(4) □ Each undersigned declares that he/she qualifies as an independent inventor, or would qualify had he/she made the invention, 
as defined in 37 CFR 1.9(c). 

(5) JSI The undersigned declares that he/she is an official empowered to act on behalf of the concern identified below; that this 
concern qualifies as a small business concern as defined in 37 CFR 1 .9(d); that exclusive rights to the invention have been conveyed to and 
remain with the small business concern, or if the rights are not exclusive, that all other rights belong to small entities as defined in 37 CFR 1 .9. 

(6) CD The undersigned declares that he/she is an official empowered to act on behalf of the organization identified below; that this 
organization qualifies as a nonprofit organization as defined in 

(a) □ 37 CFR 1.9(e)(1) 

(b) □ 37 CFR 1.9(e)(2) 

(c) □ 37 CFR 1.9(e)(3) 

(d) □ 37 CFR 1.9(e)(4) State law of 



that exclusive rights to the invention have been conveyed to and remain with the organization, or if the rights are not exclusive, that all 
other rights belong to organizations as defined in 37 CFR 1 .9. 

. (7) Each person, concern or organization to which l/we have assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed, or am under an obligation 
under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or license any rights in the invention is listed below: 

(a) CU no such person, concern or organization 

(b) Op persons, concerns or organization listed below 

[a separate declaration is required from each named person, concern or organization having rights to this invention averring to their status 
as "small entities.-] 

Full Name Hyper-Market inq Co., Ltd ' 

Address 1-9-17 Shin Ei Buil. IF, Kanda Izumi chou, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 

^3 Individual Small Business Concern CU Nonprofit Organization 

l/we acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any change in status resulting in loss of entitlement of small entity 
prior to paying, or at the time of paying, the earliest of the issue fee or any maintenance fee due after the date on which status as a small entity is 
no longer appropriate. (37 CFR 1.28(b)) 

l/we hereby declare all statements made herein of his/her own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and. belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1 001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity 
of the application, any patent issued thereon, or any patent to which this declaration is directed. 

(S) 



(9) 



Typed Name of Inventor 


Signature 




Date 


Typed Name of Inventor 


Signature 




Date 


Typed Name of Inventor 


Signature 




Date 


Typed Name of Inventor 


Signature 




Date 


Name of Small BusinessConcern or Nonprofit 0 
Masahiro MOROOKA Bv . O^p*^ 


raanization 


May 21, 2001 


Typed Name Signature 
Chief executive offir^r 




Date 



Title of Signatory 
©JPH&S 1989; 1 1/97; 5/98 (Copying without deletions permitted) 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COMPLETION OF SMALL ENTITY DECLARATION 



Check box (1 ) if for use with application about to be filed. 1 1 - 

Check box (2) or (3) if for use with application already on file or Patent and complete U.S. Serial No. and Filing 
Date, or Patent No. and issue date, if known. 



CHECK ONLY ONE OF BOXES 4, 5 OR 6, WHICHEVER IS APPLICABLE 

Check box (4), individuals who are either (a) an inventor or (b) a person who would qualifyasan independent 
inventor had he/she made the invention, must sign and date at (8), if he/she have not, and are under no obligation to 
assign, grant, convey or license any right in the invention to any person who could not likewise be classified as an 
independent inventor if that person had made the invention or to any concern which would not qualify as a small 
business concern or non-profit organization (see below). 

Check box (5), date, complete name of small business concern and authorized signatory, sign and complete 
his/her title at (9), if small entity status is claimed by virtue of inventor(s) rights having been, or being obligated to 
assign, grant, convey or license, to a concern whose number of employees, including those of its affiliates, does not 
exceed 500 persons. Concerns are affiliates when either controls, directly or indirectly, or has the power to control, the 
other, or a third party has the power to control both. Number of employees is average over fiscal year of those 
employed during each pay period, including full-time, part-time or temporary employees. If the small business concern 
has or is under obligation by contract or law to transfer any rights to another who cannot qualify as small entity, then 
small entity status not applicable. 

Check box (6) and subsection (a), (b), (c) or (d), date, complete name of the nonprofit organization and 
authorized signatory sign and complete his/her title at (9), if small entity status is claimed by virtue of inventor(s) rights 
having been, or being obligated to, assign, grant, convey or license, to a nonprofit organization. Subsection (6)(a) to 
be checked if organization is university or other institution of higher learning; (6)(b) to be checked if organization of type 
described in Section 501(c)(3) of IRS Code and exempt from taxation under Section 501(a); (6)(c) to be checked if 
organization is nonprofit scientific or educational organization qualified under a statute of State of the U.S.; and (6)(d) 
to be checked if foreign organization and would qualify under (6)(b) or (6)(c) if such organization was located in the 
U.S.A. Fill in the State law under which the organization would qualify. 

Check box (7)(a) or (b) as the facts dictate. 



(1) Note that U.S. lawyers and agents cannot complete this document after signed. Therefore please 
completely fill it in before sending to us. 

(2) Each person, concern or organization that has an interest in this invention must sign one of the "Small 
Entity" Declarations. For example, if an inventor/employee has an obligation to assign to his employer, a corporation 
having fewer than 500 employees, which corporation has licensed this invention to a licensee corporation also having 
less than 500 employees, then three "Small Entity" declarations are necessary before the lesser fee can be paid: one 
from the inventor; one from an official of the employer; and one from an official of the licensee. In the declarations by 
the inventors and the employer paragraph 7(b) would have to be checked and filled in, the licensee would check 
paragraph 7(a). 

We will be pleased to answer your questions. You may contact us in the following ways: 



IMPORTANT 



JACOBSON, PRICE, HOLMAN & STERN, PLLC 



TELEPHONE: 
TELFAX: 



(202) 638-6666 
(202) 393-5350 
(202) 393-5351 
(202) 393-5352 
IP@JPHS.COM 



E-MAIL: 



*- PTO/3Brt06O«) 

AppmMlfSoruM through MOM. OM8 0651-0032 
Patent and Trsdernartc Office; US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under th§ Paperwork Reduction Act of 1885, no persons are roqufrod to respond te s ooiodton of In f or mati on unless I dtephym a vmfld OM8 contfol number . 




Declaration and Power of Attorney F r Patent Applicati n 
Japanese Language Declaration 

T^ft*^W*^LT. aJtaT^a^i^L*^. As a below nerr.wd Inventor, I hereby declar tut: 

B!?rlT£tt&<Dft£ftttk:!Z4$£ft' My residence, poet office addreee end cltlzanship are aa stated 
fc3 0 next to my name. 

TEOfc rCSS t T»#Cffi $ *U 4MFHJH I believe I em the original, first end sole Inventor (If only one name 

Ltv^4^r 4 ilFK:oi\'t« ^^ftflJ^orf— (ORfla* (T is fisted below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if plural 

names ere listed below) of the subject matter which U claimed and 
tor which a patent te sought on the Invention entitled 



Consumable Goods and Services Providing System 



mnUMM* it. 

<tt£1-6»*) KeTMaVlLfc. 



the specification of which te attached hereto unless the foRowmg 
box Is checked; 



□ wasfOedon. 



as United States Application Number or 
PCT International Application Number 



(if applicable). 



I hereby state the! I have reviewed and understand the contents of 
the above Identified specification, Including the claims, aa 
amended by any amend m ent referred to above. 



fcii. a*miWfcft»3 7 AMI LAS 6JHCS»3ix6* I eeknowtedge the duty to dteeloee information whkh b meterlel to 

fc 1 ) . &#fi1*<»timK^T&KttffflZmii*'tZK8i& patentability esdefined toTWel7 f Code of Federal Regulations, 

A8C2:«:B»*t. Section U«. 

JPHS9/99 



Pace 1 of 3 

Burden Hitur SUKmcot: Thii form » «aimau*l w uk« 0.4 knur* to complete. Time will rtfy depending upuo dia needs of the mdiridual esse. Any comment* oc liw 
■mourn af time you Are required to complete ihb farm should b« cast «o (be C1U«f tafunoaiton Officw. Pttim end Trademark Offie*. Wuttsjtaa, DC 20231 . DO NOT 
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Cirnvmstioaer of Pttcau eal Trademark*. Wuhinjtflfl, DC 2023 1 . 



PTO/S8/106 (8^6) 
Approved for mi through Sim OMB 0651-0032 
Patent and Trademark Office; US. DEPARTMENT; OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Ad of 199S, no pef&ma are' required to respond to a coflectton of ^rtfbnn^ton unlesa k display* o valid OMB control number. 

Japanes Language Declaration 



*Wifc&»3 58U 1 9«r(a)-{d)J«X»3 6 S#t 
(b) JMK*S£Tfc<D. * WW*<QW(D'J"fc< c; t>-*W*rfi 
it'LTV^^tt^*n 3 6 S <a)#lC*r<WIRiii«. X 

TIC. fyfttv-f-tZzkV. ^LTW^-f. 



Prior Foreign Appticatfon(s) 

P2000-141017 

(Number) 

<**) 

P2001-131220 

(Number) 



Japan 



(Country) 
Japan 



(Country) 



I hereby claim foreign priority under TWe 36, United States Code, 
Section 119 (aMd) or 365(b) of any foreign app4ieation(s| for patent 
or inventor'B certificate, or 366(a) of any PCT International 
application which designated at least one country other than the 
United States, listed betow and have also Identified below, by 
checking the box, any foreign application for patent or inventor's 
certificate, or PCT international application having a ffilng data 
before that of the application on which priority Is claimed. 

Priority Not Claimed 
B*r*4-:«4;L 

12/05/2000 

(Day/Month/Year Filed) ° 

27/04/2001 



(Day/MonthVYear Filed) 



*3 5«*H8&»1 1 9&(e)*lUEv*TTlB<r>* 



I hereby dalm the benefit under Trtfe35, United Stetes Code, 
Section 119(e) of any Unfted States provisional application!*) fisted 
below. 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
(ffiJHB) 



(Application No.) 



(Filing Date) 
(W0B) 



an* T&<n*mmxm swi 2 o&fcjsvxTTrao* 

£Jj£tt3 6 S * (c) fC« ^ < ttWfr- fclfcSt L it. * 



I hereby claim the benefit under Tide 36, United States Code* 
Section 120 of any United States applieation(s), or 366(c) of any 
PCT International application designating the United States, listed 
below and, Insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of 
thlt application Is not disclosed In the prior United States or PCT 
International application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of Title 35, United States Code Section 112, I 
acknowledge the duty to disclose tnformatlon which is material to 
patentability as defined hi Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.66 which became available betwe en the filing date of the 
prior application and the national or PCT International filing date of 
application. 



(Application No.) 
(fHKS*) 



(Filing Date) 
(fflMH) 



(Status: Patented. Pending, Abandoned) 



(Application No.) 
(£»*«*) 



(Filing Date) 
(ttiMB) 



(Status: Patented, Pending, Abandoned) 
(mst : tmro*. ffiM*. &«*) 



1 B«»l 0 0 llftiCfii^. flftSfcttft*. tt<ttt 

<o*j»tt#*fcnscc:*sau j:orccic hffiwrt 

<SS«rftl£i\ 



I hereby declare that al statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
sutements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
Imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of TWe 11 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
Jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent Issued 
thereon. 



JPHS 9/99 



Pepe2«f J 



PTQ/SBM06 (8-06) 
Appm«dfDruMthreuo»iMO«. OMB 0651-0032 
' ,t Patent and Traofcma* OfGce; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Urtflertr* Paperwork RsoUjcum Ad ^ vs*d OMB oorsTot number. , 



Japanese Language Declaration 



POWER OF ATTORNEY: As m named Inventor, I hereby appoint 
(he following ettomey(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute this 
application and transact all business In the Patent and Trademark 
Office connected therewith {WW name *nd ngtstrutlon number) 

HARVEY a JACOBSON. JR. 

(20351); D. DOUGLAS PRICE (24^14); JOHN CLARKE HOLM AN (22.769). MARVIN R. STERN (20,640); MICHAEL R. SLOBASKY (26\421); JONATHAN 
L. SCHERER (29. 851); IRWIN M. AISENBERG (19J007); WILLIAM E. PLAYER (31.409) 



fiend Corresponds nca to; 

JAO0BSON, PRICE, HOLMAN & STERN 
PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

400 Seventh Street, N.W. 
Washington, O.C 20004 



Direct Telephone Calls to: (name end telephone number) 
(P*imuteAMrmr*9 0oa**tH<K) (202)' 636*6666 



*--ifcli*-«!fi*hfc 

S lEfr 


Fufl name of sole or first Inventor 

Masayuki TANI 


ffrfc\\ v/v^/ 


Inventor's 4&tfm^~-~p — -y^~ Date .y , 


a*@ mum mmi 


Aoba-ku. Yokohama City, Kanagawa.Japan 


mm 


Csizenihlp 
Japan 


B *g#3£J II S«IMmWIIIS^fclt^38-28 


Post Office Address 

38-28.Mrtakedai, Aoba-ku, Yokohama City, 


Kanagawa, Japan 


SrJMSfl* 


Full name of second joint Inventor, If any 




Second Inventor's signature Date 


fifejj? Residence 


Sff 


Ciizenship 




Post Office Address 






(Supply similar Information and signature for third and subsequent 

Joint Inventors.) 



JPHS9/99 



